
LETTER no.4
Wednesday, November 4, 2015, Paris, France
on iversity / on design 1o1 redux website
Part 1 - Myself / Week 01 - My Body

Greetings from the “VIe arrondissement de Paris”.

:-)

When we arrived at the Musée de la Bible et Terre 
Sainte, the oldest mask in the world was having a 
coffee with one of Jean Cocteau’s drawings… 

They both recognized us right away and diverted 
their whole conversation to today’s brief. 

So many nice and incredible things 
are happening to us! 

If you feel like reading the whole conversation, 
you will find it at the end of this letter. 

Question of the day:
To be original?

No. “To be good” is the answer. 

Today, you have to work 
on something fairly complex. 
Focus on doing it well, 
not on doing it in an original way. 

https://iversity.org/de/courses/design-1o1-redux-part-i-myself
http://www.design1o1.net/design1o1redux
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mus%C3%A9e_%22Bible_et_Terre_Sainte%22
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mus%C3%A9e_%22Bible_et_Terre_Sainte%22
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Musee_de_la_bible_et_Terre_Sainte_001.JPG
https://www.google.it/search?q=jean+cocteau+drawings&espv=2&biw=1560&bih=798&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0CAYQ_AUoAWoVChMI6N2Q1Ji_yAIVQrQaCh15HgdR#


What will I do today?
Today is a very challenging day. We want you to make a “diptych”. 
Basically, you will merge 2 pictures into one using an application 
like “Layout”. Here we found it for both iOS and Android.

Then, you will post your “collage” to Instagram 
using the hashtags #ToBeGood and #Design1o1Redux.

Now, some simple instructions for you to follow: 

Your two pictures need to be “assembled” 
one next to the other 
(this way, both pictures need to be “vertical”).  

The picture to the left needs to be 
one of your face (a “selfie”). 

The one to the right needs to be one of your face 
(“selfie”) wearing a mask.

What will I learn doing this?
You will learn to use a new application and 
most importantly, to keep things simple. 

We ask you to insert lots of things into one 
single Instagram post... 

Make sure the overall is nice 
and clean and easy to understand.

Make sure you use simple 
backgrounds for both pictures.

There is no need for any 
information overload today! 

https://itunes.apple.com/EN/app/layout-from-instagram/id967351793?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.instagram.layout&hl=en


Why do we do this?
To go simple, thus powerful. 

Check out Jean Cocteau’s drawings.
They are so nice, so simple. 
They communicate so much! To be honest, 
Jean Cocteau is one of our superheroes. 
He was not a designer, but he was so cool and 
special. Very dear to us! 
Nous t’aimons beaucoup Jean Cocteau! 

Talking about drawings and simplicity, Paul Klee once said: 
“a drawing is simply a line going for a walk.” 
(Paul Klee is another of our great passions).

Today, we do not need to draw 
(we actually need to take + assemble pictures). 
However, our final goal is to generate a nice and clear result. 

:-)

Something to remember:
To be good, not to be original

Further inspiration
Finally, do you know about these 
special faces and masks from 
Bruno Munari? 

By the way, Munari is quite high in 
our superheroes hall of fame. 
He designed so many nice things! 
He designed a lot of stuff, 
and he wrote (and illustrated) 
so many books. 

Cocteau / Klee / Munari. 
A very nice trio.

https://www.google.it/search?q=jean+cocteau+drawings&espv=2&biw=1560&bih=798&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0CAYQ_AUoAWoVChMI6N2Q1Ji_yAIVQrQaCh15HgdR#
https://hafiprocessjournal.wordpress.com/2014/10/16/bruno-munari/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruno_Munari
http://www.fastcodesign.com/3047507/bruno-munari-will-make-you-fall-in-love-with-books-all-over-again#1


Transcript from the conversation 
between the oldest mask in the 
world and Jean Cocteau’s drawing
Mask: Mr Cocteau. Today’s brief is to make a very special 
diptyque:  a self-portrait and a self-portrait with a mask.

Cocteau’s drawing: it looks like an easy task, but it is not…

Mask: Indeed... And, do you think that our friends should try 
to be original?

Cocteau’s drawing: Originality consists in trying to be like 
everybody else — and failing.

Mask: I would take that as a no. But then, if you don’t try to 
be original, what do you work on?

Cocteau’s drawing: Know that your work speaks only to those on 
the same wavelength as you.

Mask: Can you explain better?

Cocteau’s drawing: We shelter an angel within us. We must be 
the guardians of that angel.



Today’s Postcard References

Design 1o1 Redux is run by the Design 1o1 crew.

Design 1o1 Redux is on: Instagram (here and here), Twitter, Facebook page, Facebook group, 

Google+, Pinterest.

a dish by 
Jean Cocteau

Jean Cocteau

the oldest mask 
in the world

http://www.design1o1.net/community
http://instagram.com/design1o1
https://instagram.com/design1o1redux/
http://twitter.com/design1o1
https://www.facebook.com/design1o1
https://www.facebook.com/groups/design1o1/
https://www.pinterest.com/design1o1pins/

