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Greetings from the Savoy Restaurant in Helsinki.
Yesterday it was in the Netherlands and today in Finland!

The object we are sketching in today’s postcard 
is the very famous Alvar Aalto’s Iittala vase 
(one of the most famous vases in design history).

It’s shape resembles the trim of the skirt 
typically worn by women of northern finland. 
Famously fond of these sinuous “organic” shapes, 
Aalto designed it together with his wife Aino. 
They named it the “Savoy” vase because it was 
to become the tables’ centerpiece of the Savoy, 
the famous restaurant we are now at. 

We wonder if they’ve ever enjoyed a meal here...

Visualize it: on a Sunday morning with the weekend comics 
of the newspaper, sipping on coffee, the rising sun 
peering in through the opened window...  
and, obviously, this flowing vase on the table.
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Question of the day: 
A series of solutions? 
In the design world, very rarely there is the “best” solution.

Normally, you have various constraints and, upon them, 
you have to find what is the finest solution for your given task.

It’s the same for this week’s task. How to put together a number 
of sheets of paper in a smart way in order to make a prototype 
for a A6 paper magazine that can easily be sent to Milan for the 
course’s final exhibition? 
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You could use the stab-binding system... 
You could use the accordion system...

Have you ever tried the “instant book” system?
It’s one of our favourites because it allows 
to get interesting results in a very short time. 

Whatever system you choose, do it and do it again 
a number of times until you get good at it.

Given a problem (how to hold water, how to cut some meat, 
how to get sheets of paper together), there are a number of 
possible solutions. Across time and space, all kinds of different 
people applied their intelligence to this same solution. 

Before to launch yourself into action, 
check out what had been done before!
(we are aware of this fact that from time to time 
we repeat ourselves, but this is one of the cornerstones 
of any design activity).

What will I do today? 
Today you will create your magazine’s “form”. 

Do you make an accordion magazine? A stapled one? An instant one? 

Please remember 2 things: 

1. A magazine is not a book. It should be produced in a “quick” 
way. As you (probably) don’t have a printing press company, please 
think about this detail. 
Is the technique you choose quick and easy? 
Could you easily produce 10 copies in a short period of time? 

2. Once “closed”, your magazine should be the size of A6 
(one-quarter of A4 or half of A5: 14.8cm x 10.5cm). 
It’s “height” is up to you. 

Ready? 
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Get some paper, a ruler, a cutter, 
maybe some glue, or a stapler, or..., and go!

Share 3 images with us on Instagram using the hashtags: 
#WhatYouGots and #Design1o1Redux. Then, share a nice 
(and meaningful) caption to accompany your images and hashtags.

What will I learn doing this?
That all you do is part of a learning process.

That being good is better than being original. 

And then, as Stevie Wonder would say: 
“Ya gots to work with what you gots to work with.” 

Why do we do this?
Given a task, someone did it before. Between the multiple options, 
what’s the good one for you to refer to? It applies to conceptual 
themes as well as to practical activities.

Actually, the true reason we do this, is to introduce you to 
George Kubler’s “Shape of Time”. It is a history book, 
but it is quite important for designers as well.

Mr Kubler starts writing:

Let us suppose that the idea of art can be expanded to embrace 
the whole range of man-made things, including all tools and 
writing in addition to the useless, beautiful, and poetic things 
of the world. By this view the universe of man-made things simply 
coincides with the history of art. It then becomes urgent to 
devise better ways to devise better ways of considering everything 
men have made. 

This we may achieve sooner by proceeding from art rather than 
from use, for if we depart from use alone, all useless things 
are overlooked, but if we take the desirableness of things as 
our point of departure, then useful objects are properly seen as 
things we value more or less dearly. 



To improve your designer consciousness, 
you should get a copy of it...When you have time...
By the way, here we found a nice link for you to check...

Something to remember: 
Design is understanding the 
complete series of solutions 
to a given questions. 
Understanding where 
you are in the series.
 
Further inspiration
“To my mind, a human intellectual competence must entail a 
set of skills of problem solving — enabling the individual 
to resolve genuine problems or difficulties that he or she 
encounters and, when appropriate, to create an effective 
product — and must also entail the potential for finding 
or creating problems — and thereby laying the groundwork 
for the acquisition of new knowledge.” 
Howard Gardner

http://yaleunion.org/secret/Kubler-The-Shape-of-Time.pdf
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